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view when I come to discuss the character of political
parties in the contemporary House of Commons. Here it
is sufficient to say that the conception of the offensive is
central to the whole strategy of parliamentary govern-
ment. For because that government depends upon the
party system, the warfare of parties in the House is the
predominant political means whereby the battle sways
from the c' "• side to the other. It is not, of course, the
only means4 profound industrial events, like the General
Strike of 1926, may produce an immense and indepen-
dent impact on electoral opinion. But, even so, they will
culminate in a decision, whether negative or positive,
taken by the Government of the day* That decision will
present an issue to the opposing party; and its ability to
use the issue for the purpose of making known its central
philosophy is the real test of its quality, the proof of its
power to take the offensive in party warfare* That was the
great art, to take two modern examples, of Mr. Gladstone
and Mr. Lloyd George. The Midlothian campaign of the
ohe, the "Liinehouse'' speeches of the other, were exactly
such a seizure of the offensive as I have discussed. Each
was able, by skilful leadership, to focus the whole mind
of the electorate upon issues he wished to have discussed
from the platform from which he chose to discuss them.
Each prevented his critics from staging the debate from
the angle that would have suited them. Each, accordingly,
made a majority of the electorate feel that their possession
of power was vital to a victory for the side he represented,
It is the selective function of the House to bring to party
leadership men who can render this service to   their
parties. Certainly, up to the dose of the war, it was a
function remarkably fulfilled. Certainly, also, I think, since
the war, it has been better fulfilled on the Right than on
the Left. We shall see why, when we come to deal with
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